
Acts 2:12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another,  

"What Does This Mean?" 
 

Continued on the other side… 
 

 “God Qualified His People to Receive His Redemptive Gifts” 
 

“giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. For He 
rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,” (Col. 1:12, 13) 

 

Read Colossians 1:9-14 
 
 

OBSERVATIONS 
 

• In the Greek text, vv. 9-14 is a single complex sentence. 

• In verses 3 through 8, Paul provides the motivation for praying.  Here in verses 9 through 12, he 
gives the content of his prayer.   

• Knowledge alone puffs up (1 Cor. 8:1).  Yet action without information is blind (2 Tim. 3:5).  The 
two must be indivisible.   

• Paul provides four descriptive present participles in verses 10 through 12. 
o Bearing fruit in every good work (vv.10, 16) 
o Increasing in the knowledge of God (vv.10, 16) 
o Being strengthened with all power (v.11) 
o Giving thanks to the Father (v.12) 

• Walking worthy is a consequence of mind renewal.  Fruit bearing is not equal to “Christ in you.”  
Fruit bearing is a consequence of Christ in you.   

 
 
QUESTIONS FOR BIBLE STUDY 
 

1. Can we know if we are in God’s will? 
2. Is knowing God’s will objective or subjective? 
3. How is God’s will known? 
4. What is God’s will?  Compare 1:9 with 1:27 and answer the question, “What is the will of God?” 
5. On what does Paul’s request or petition center? 
2. How is a knowledge of His will gained?   
4. Can mind renewal be separated from life transformation? 
5. Are the four participles used to depict a worthy walk an exhaustive listing?   
6. Would the four participles be the, “Fruit of the Spirit?” 
7. Are the four participles something I am to do? 
8. Do the four participles make me worthy or are they because in Christ I am worthy? 
9. Read Ephesians 1:15-20 and 3:14-19.  Are Paul’s prayers the same or different?   
10. Notice Colossians 4:12.  How are the two references similar?  How are they different?   
11. Notice Romans 12:2 and Hebrews 13:21.  There is a lot of verses referring to God’s will.  How does 

this make this clearer or more difficult? 
12. Notice Paul’s usage of “walk” in his prison letters (Eph. 2:2, 10; 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15; Phil. 3:17, 18; Col. 

1:10; 2:6; 3:7; 4:5).  What are some conclusions you might draw from these references? 
13. What application can we make from this text? 

 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

 
APPLICATION 
 

1. If a worthy walk is reflective of mind renewal, then how does this change my view of Bible study? 
2. If the four participles flow from worthiness and not for worthiness, how does this change my view 

of the four participles? 
3. If the listing of the four participles is not exhaustive, then how does this change my view of, “The 

fruit of the Spirit?” 
4. How does this passage change your view of others? 
5. How do I rest in this text rather than become in bondage to it? 
6. What does this study cause you to change in your thinking and/or actions? 

 

 

 

 


